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December 2017 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

IN OUR LIBRARIES 

 

Hello 

Welcome to the December 
2017 of my Manchester 
Libraries Bulletin. 

This bulletin will provide you 
with some highlights of what’s 
been going on in the libraries 
around the city. So much has 
been happening in our libraries 
in 2017 to serve our residents 
and visitors, and meet the 
needs of the people and the 
communities of Manchester. 

We look forward to continuing 
to serve you all in 2018. 

Councillor Luthfur Rahman 

Executive Member for 

Schools, Culture and Leisure 

It’s been a busy 2017 and will be an even busier 2018 

 

Here is a reminder of some of the library highlights of 2017: 

 10,000 children took part in the summer reading challenge – 
more than double last year. 

 A ‘library card for every child scheme’ was launched to help 
children be prepared for school. 

 The Library Live programme at Central Library hosted events 
such as Illuminate and Gordon Brown.  

 Borrowbox e-books and e-audio books lending was launched 
– leading to a doubling of borrowing of e-books. 

 Coding Clubs for children now being held in 10 libraries  
 

And here are some exciting things to look forward to in 2018: 

 Hundreds of national and international Newspapers being 
available electronically each day via Pressreader. 

 The ‘Read and Feed’ scheme, which was piloted at 
Fallowfield Library last Summer, being held in a few libraries 
across the City. 

 Central Library’s Library Live programme being spread to 
North City Library, Longsight Library and Forum Library 

 Withington Library will be refurbished and remodelled. 

 The North West Sound Archive held in Manchester Central 
Library will be developed and made available more effectively 
as part of the British Library ‘Save Our Sounds’ project 

 

I’d like to wish you all a Happy New Year! 
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Chorlton Book Festival 2017 

In November we celebrated our 
13th annual Chorlton Book 
Festival, with 22 events over 9 
days. There was a selection of 
events, craft activities and 
author visits for all ages and 
interests with 1,200 people 
attending.  
We had events for all ages, in a 
variety of venues and worked 
with various local businesses 
and partners to promote and 
host events.  
 
Festival highlights included two 
Fantasy themed family-fun 
Saturdays, a Market Stall with a 
Wood Carver-Story teller, a local 
history walk with Andrew 
Simpson, the Beech Inn pub 
quiz and an immersive theatre 
experience, ‘Scary Tales’, the 
fantastic children’s author and 
poet Craig Bradley, and a 
‘Wonderful World of Fairy Tales’ 
Storytime for under-5s, authors 
Laura Wilkinson and Dean 
Kirby, and the ever popular 
open-mic poetry night. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Didsbury Christmas Lights 
switch on 

Didsbury Library joined in with 
early Christmas cheer, opening 
the doors for a Christmas Craft 
Event. With over 30 children and 
their parents we had an hour of 
fun making Christmas wreaths, 
Christmas cards and dolly peg 
angels. Then out into the cold 
for carols and switch on of the 
village lights followed by a 
surprise visit from Father 
Christmas himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brooklands Library Christmas 

event 

 

Christmas meal for the elderly – 

Manchester Health Academy 

hosted a fabulous evening for 

elderly local residents, 50 

people attended this excellent 

event. The food was provided by 

Tesco, Brooklands library 

promoted services and had 

some porcelain painting for 

people to enjoy. We had some 

lovely porcelain picture frame 

and tree decoration created. The 

event was enjoyed by all 

involved, and was a lovely 

example of partnership working. 
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City Stars Reading 
Programme  

 

North City Library is the first of 
our libraries in the North area to 
receive a visit from the City 
Stars Reading programme. 
Natalie and Saul from 
Manchester City Football Club’s 
Literacy programme visited with 
a lovely class of Year 5 children 
from St Dunstans Primary 
School in Moston. The children 
were completing the last of 6 
sessions aimed at boosting 
reading levels and giving them 
confidence in how to use the 
Library and to choose suitable 
books for themselves. They 
each chose a book to read 
during the session or borrow to 
take back to class. They had 
already taken out library cards 
each and are becoming keen 
members of North City Library. 

 

 

Lego Club at Newton Heath 
Library 

 

 

The Lego Club at Newton Heath 
Library gets more and more 
popular.   

Here are some of the creations 
made by the children at the 
library. 

 

 

 

Santa Claus is coming…! 

Children and families at all 
seven of our Tiny Tots Story 
Sessions all gathered together 
for special Christmas parties 
where they had a lovely 
Christmas story and every child 
received a free gift of a 
Christmas book from Read 
Manchester to take home and 
put under the tree. But a very 
special visitor paid an early visit 
to Beswick, Abraham Moss and 
Newton Heath Libraries – 
children were amazed to find 
themselves greeted by Father 
Christmas himself as they 
received their free books. 
Library staff dressed up as Elves 
and magically transformed the 
branches into Santa’s Grotto, 
spreading joy all around 

 



  

  

 4 

December 2017 

Longsight Library 

Stanley Grove Primary Academy 
partnered with Longsight Library 
and Manchester Children’s Book 
Festival for our annual festive 
fun. The celebrations and 
activities took place at the library 
and the Pakistani Community 
Centre. 53 activities were 
themed around the following 
picture books: The Magical 
Snow Garden, The Winter 
Hedgehog, The Wish Tree and 
Love Matters Most. Library staff, 
children and families made 
calendars and collages. The 
National Football Museum held 
a handling session of WW1 
football artefacts. Jodrell Bank 
made crafts. Manchester 
University brought their 
inflatable Star Lab. Stories were 
read by Manchester Children’s 
Book Festival staff and 
volunteers. Children explored 
sensory play with snow and 
animals and wrote poetry that is 
now on display in the library. 
Pop in and check it out!  The 
afternoon was rounded off with 
the Lantern Parade and a 
performance by Longsight’s very 
own Circus House.  

Moss Side Powerhouse 
Library 

 

It rained and rained and rained, 
the Moss Side Xmas Lights 
switch on was a wash out! 
However the atmosphere was 
jumping as all activity was 
transferred to the Powerhouse 
Library. Former Royal Northern 
College of Music saxophone 
students got everybody in the 
mood with their jazzy tunes. We 
listened to the beautiful voices of 
two local school choirs: St 
Mary’s Primary School & The 
Divine Mercy. Santa visited and 
handed out over 200 selection 
boxes (provided by Mosscare 
and One Manchester). Adactus 
provided a selection of mince 
pies and crafts alongside cool 
Xmas decoration making with 
Contact Theatre & Explore 
Learning. There was much fun 
had by all.

 

Harry Potter Sunday Funday 
at Central Library 

 

 

Thousands of excited children 
and adults flew into Central 
Library on Sunday December 
10th for a Harry Potter Sunday 
Funday.  Families came from 
across the city, enjoying the 
Knight Bus from Avenue Library 
and North City Library.  

Fun included The Battle of the 
Wizards, The Sorting Hat,  

Hagrid’s Magical Games and a 
variety of Magical Crafts and 
Activities.  

Everyone loved meeting 
characters from the stories. 
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